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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 1-1 1 are narrative in form and replete with indefinite and functional or 
operational language. The structure which goes to make up the device must be clearly 
and positively specified. The structure must be organized and correlated in such a 
manner as to present a complete operative device. 

Claim 1 , it is not clear as to what elements go to form he claimed invention. For 
example, Claim 1 recites "formwork system, of the type...". However, it is not 
understood as to what "of the type..." serves to define. Is he claimed formwork to be 
patented merely similar to what might be presented within claim 1? Claim 1 recites "that 
is recoverable and is assembled as a grid, using..." and proceeds to list various 
elements. However, it is not clear as to which of these element, if any, go to make the 
claimed formwork. Does the claimed formwork possess "a grid"? Does the claimed 
formwork possess "support bolsters"? Does the claimed formwork possess "vertical 
braes"? Line 3 recites "support bolsters" but follows with "for supporting..." which would 
infer an intended use only. None of these questions can be answered with any degree 
of certainty when reading the language of claims 1-11. Lines 2-3, "the general structure" 
lacks antecedent basis within the claim. It is therefore, not clear as to what "the general 
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structure" serves to define. Line 4, "the corresponding primary beams" lacks antecedent 
basis within the claim. It is therefore, not clear as to what "the corresponding primary 
beams" serves to define. Do "the corresponding primary beams" ever form part of the 
claimed invention? Does the claimed formwork possess "formwork panels"? Line 4, "the 
formwork panels" lacks antecedent basis within the claim. It is therefore, not clear as to 
what "the formwork panels" serves to define. Line 5, to what does "they" refer? It is not 
clear as to which, if any, of the recited elements are being referenced with the term 
"they". Line 6, "the formwork skin" lacks antecedent basis within the claim. It is 
therefore, not clear as to what "the formwork skin" serves to define. Lines 5-6 recite 
"which formwork panels consist of a frame with inner partitions defining the means of 
support of the formwork skin". However, it is not clear as to whether such frame is the 
same as the "grid" or an entirely different grid/frame? Line 7, "the cross beams" lacks 
antecedent basis within the claim. It is therefore, not clear as to what "the cross beams" 
serves to define. As another example, lines 9-10 recite "and later place the formwork 
panels" which would infer that formwork panels do not form part of the invention. Line 
10, it is not clear as to what is being set forth by "such that...". Is there a precondition for 
any of the support bolsters in order to be formed with a plate? Lines 11-12 recite "that 
define as many cradles". However, it is not clear as to just how many cradles are being 
set defined. Line 16, it is not clear as to what is being defined by "in order to determine 
a wedge effect". How is a wedge effect being determined? 

Claims 2-1 1 have similar ambiguities as set forth with respect to claim 1 . For 
example, claim 2 at lines 4-6 recites "as well as in certain cases the secondary beams 
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used in...". Are these certain cases ever realized? Does the claimed formwork possess 
"secondary beams"? Does the claimed formwork possess columns or walls? Line 5, "the 
secondary beams" lacks antecedent basis within the claim. It is therefore, not clear as to 
what "the secondary beams" serves to define. 

Examiner will proceed with prosecution on the merits as to claim 1-11 as best 
understood. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
United Kingdom reference 1,457,136 (GB '136). 

GB '136 discloses, Figs. 1, 2, and 6, a formwork system, of the type that is 
recoverable and is assembled as a grid, using support bolsters 101/106 and with 
vertical braces 100 participating in the general structure, on top of which are mounted 
the support bolsters 101/106 for supporting the ends of the corresponding primary 
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beams 36 or 37 or 38 or 39 or 40, between which are disposed the formwork panels 92 
so that they are supported, which formwork panels 92 consist of a frame 93, (or, 36 or 
37 or 38 or 39 or 40?), with inner partitions 39 defining the means of support of the 
formwork skin, (92?) characterized in that on the support bolsters 101/106 in addition to 
the primary beams rest the cross beams 36 or 37 or 38 or 39 or 40 that close the 
formwork grid, defining the exact distance between the primary beams 36 or 37 or 38 or 
39 or 40 and stiffening the grid structure so that it is even possible to assemble the 
entire grid and later place the formwork panels, thereby simplifying the assembly; such 
that the support bolsters are provided with a plate 101/106 having four cross-shaped 
sectors that define as many cradles 102/103 or 108 with inclined bases for the 
positioning and support of the ends of the primary beams 36 or 37 or 38 or 40 and the 
cross beams 36 or 37 or 38 or 40, with the primary beams and the cross beams having 
lower projections 'A' or 50/1 02 on their ends in the form of heels 'A' or 50/1 02 with a 
lower surface, (bottoms thereof), that is inclined complementarily to the base of the 
support cradles 102/103 or 108 established in the plate 101/106 in order to determine a 
wedge effect of the panels towards the brace. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to M. Safavi whose telephone number is (571) 272-7046. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri., 8:30-5:00. 



Application/Control Number: 10/677,927 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3637 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lanna Mai can be reached on (571) 272-6867. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/M. Safavi/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3637 



M. Safavi 
April 08, 2008 



